STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Draft Minutes for November 1, 2007

Members Present:  

Dave Barnicle (DB), Chairman, Donna Grehl (DG), Ed Goodwin (EG), 

Frank Damiano (FD) at 7:10PM.

Laura Hunter for Minutes

7:08PM – OPEN MEETING

· DB reads Commission Statement to open meeting.

CPA and Zoning Study Committee Updates

· No updates.

Approval of 10/11 Minutes

· DG motions to approve 10/11/07 Minutes; EG seconds.

· VOTE: 4/0 to approve and post 10/11/07 minutes.

Site Visits

1. 36/38 Goodrich Road
· DB states the trees and stumps have been removed and a jute mesh has been put down with hay over it.  He states the site appears to be stable.  He adds there has not been a list of contractors submitted or any notification from an erosion control monitor.
2. 118 Arnold Road
· DB states the Commission asked the garage to be moved.  He adds the grass has come in nicely and the siltation fence can now be removed.  He recommends issuing a Certificate of Compliance.
· DG motions to issue the Certificate of Compliance.  FD seconds.
· VOTE: 4/0 in favor of issuing the Certificate of Compliance.
7:15PM – 246 Fiske Hill Road Enforcement Order – DEP 300-677

· Present: R. Para; C. Silvestri; A. Szumalis

· R. Lyon NOT present.

· DB states the reinstallation of culvert #1 was to be completed by 11/1/07 but no work has been done on the site.

· DB suggests that Mr. Para be relieved of his assignment as Erosion Control monitor at his request.

· R. Para explains that he has tried to contact R. Lyon.  He states no work has been done on site since August and therefore no change in the weekly status of the property needs to be reported.

· DB states he will issue a letter indicating R. Para has been excused as Erosion Control Monitor.  He adds the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) may need to be called in to take action on the property.

· C. Silvestri questions what will be done to the site to stabilize it before the winter months.

· DB states the Commission will seek guidance from the Department of Natural Resources.

· General discussion of the condition of the site and “hole” intended for foundation.

· EG question how the DEP was informed of the situation.  DB states information was sent to the DEP.

Other Business

1. Request for Irrigation at Town Barn Little League Field

· DB states he received a request from the Sturbridge Little League to install irrigation at the Town Barn Fields.  He adds there will be minimal disturbance to the area.

· Discussion of water source for irrigation and water infiltration.

· Consensus of Board to issue an Approval Letter Permit.

2. PLAC

· DB states the asbestos removal is complete at Camp Robinson Crusoe and demolition crews can move in to the site to complete the removal of structures by 12/15/07.

3. 5 Harding Lane – Draper Woods

· DB schedules a site walk for SCC: 07-35.  Saturday at 8:00 AM.

PUBLIC HEARING

NOI for DEP 300-755: Proposed single family house and septic system at 462 Leadmine Road.  Para Land Surveying, Inc. representing C. Kaitbenski.

DB opens Public Hearing at 7:35PM

Present: B. Kaitbenski; D. Kaitbenski; C. Kaitbenski; R. Para

Submittals: Newspaper advertisement and abutter notification receipts.

Discussion:

· R. Para states the project consists of construction of a single family house on an existing vacant lot and reviews the plans with the Board.  He adds there is little work in the 100’ buffer zone and the house is outside the 200’ buffer zone, but the pool is within the 200’ buffer zone.

· EG questions the location of the lot.

· R. Para states the groundwater level is relatively high for the septic system and therefore a raised system is proposed.

· EG requests a site visit and asks the applicant if the site is staked.  R. Para states the house and the septic locations are staked.

Hearing continued to November 15, 2007 at 7:15PM pending site visit.

Sign Permits

1. 58 Main Street – Certificate of Compliance
2. 50 Wallace Road – Order of Conditions
3. 126 Clark Road – Certificate of Compliance
Board Discussion of Draught Conditions as of 10/1/07 as stated in the MACC Reclassification Guidelines.

PUBLIC HEARING

NOI CONTINUED from 10/11/07 for DEP 300-753: Proposed single family house at 11 Draper Woods Road.  New England Environmental, Inc. representing Draper Woods Development, LLC.  Related to DEP 300-496.

DB opens Public Hearing at 7:50PM

Present: B. Griffin

Submittal: Newspaper advertisement.

Discussion:

· Minutes from 10/11 read into record.

· B. Griffin states there is no new information to add and asks if the Board members were able to visit the site.

· DB states there was not a site visit and states he does not feel it is necessary as this site was a previously permitted single family house.

· Discussion of current state of site.

· EG motion to close the public hearing and issue an approval Order of Conditions.  FD seconds motion.

· VOTE: 3/0/1 (DG abstains) to issue approval Order of Conditions.

Hearing closed and approval Order of Conditions to be issued with an extension beyond the 21 day deadline.
PUBLIC HEARING

ANRAD for DEP 300-756:  Wetland resource area delineation review for 30 Main Street and 20 Fiske Hill Road.  Bertin Engineering Associates, Inc. representing Fiske Hill East Realty Trust.
DB opens Public Hearing at 7:57PM

Present: H. Blakely

Submittal: Newspaper advertisement and abutter notification receipts.

Discussion:

· H. Blakely provides an overview of the site and the proposed wetland delineation.  She discusses 3rd party delineation needs and distributes and information packet to the Board.

· DB questions if the property is entirely within Sturbridge.  H. Blakely states for the wetland consideration, all the areas are within Sturbridge.

· H. Blakely reviews the plans with the Board and points out the northern section of the property that has been conceptually left as open space.  She adds the preliminary subdivision plans have been brought before the Planning Board.

· EG questions the 3rd party proposals.

· Lengthy discussion of plans and property topography – with special attention given to isolated wetlands and potential vernal pools.

· Discussion of 3rd party reviewer.  DB states the Board cannot make the selection for which 3rd party reviewer to use.

· Commission requests resumes for all proposed 3rd party reviewers.

Hearing continued to December 6, 2007 at 7:30PM.

PUBLIC HEARING

NOI for DEP 300-TBA: Massachusetts Turnpike Authority request to realign the snow plow ramp near the Cedar Street overpass and off the MA Turnpike (Rte. 90)  Related to DEP 300-568 (Expired)
DB opens the Public Hearing at 8:37PM

*** Without a DEP file number, the hearing must be continued.

Present: I. _______ ???

Discussion:

· ____ reviews plans for snow plow ramp realignment with Board.  She states the original order expired and reviews the original filing and prior requests from the Commission.

· DB asks if the Commission would like a site visit.  FD responds he doesn’t feel that is necessary.

· Discussion of plunge pool and replication area.

Hearing continued to November 15, 2007 at 8:40PM pending DEP issued file number.  Representative not required to attend.

Other Business

1. The Preserve – F. Noel present.
· DB states Order of Condition expired on 9/28/07.  He adds the previous erosion control  monitor issue has been resolved.
· Discussion of Phase III of Preserve project and potential violations to Sturbridge Wetland Bylaws.
· Consensus of Commission to approve an Extension retroactive to 9/27/07.
Correspondence

1. Email letter from Laura Eliason received 10/30/07.  
· DB reads email correspondence and the response by J. Malloy. He recommends a site visit.
· DG describes similar “grading” issues on Allen Road that lead to run-off on South Shore Drive.
· DB states the DPW will bring the roads back to their original width.
2. EG notes removal of 48 trees on McGilpin Dr. that are close to the wetland.  FD states he would like to see the Commission exercise its authority to improve situations in more than just the immediate project areas.  DB states the Commission cannot take any enforcement actions until a violation occurs.  He adds the opportunity for improvement must occur at the presentation of the plans.  EG states he would like to see the Town work with the residents to improve the situations on Lakefront areas.
3. DB reads from letter submitted by G. & P. Allard regarding P. Mimeault’s South Shore Drive project.
4. DB states the Commission has received a summons for 70 Westwood Drive and 102 Gladding Lane appeals.
New Business

1. Finlay FCP
· DB states there is a meeting scheduled for Monday at 3:30PM with Tom Chamberland.
MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:19 PM
